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IMPACTPapeRec – The Project
Increasing separate collection of Paper for Recycling
in Europe

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

___________________________

8 Feb 2017
INGEDE Symposium
Munich, Germany
___________________________

15-16 Feb 2017
Andreas Faul of PROPAKMA presented on A clear “no thanks” to commingled collbest practices, giving “an overview on the ection came from Sylvia Pohlmann of
Stora Enso.
best-in-class territories (Germany)”.
Picture: Axel Fischer

Picture: ITENE

Currently, the production of paper and
board in the EU stands at 91 million tonnes per year. Consumption of paper and
board stands at 82 million tonnes. 58
million tonnes of paper for recycling (PfR)
are collected from households, commerces, industry and offices. The paper recycling rate is therefore 71.7%. The contribution of PfR to the raw material mix of the
European paper industry has increased
over the last few years from 25 million
tonnes in 1991 to 47 million tonnes in
2014.

IMPACTPapeRec is a consortium of 19 partners from eight countries, i.e. Austria,
Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Germany, Poland, Romania and Spain. The innovative
approach of the defined participatory
strategies on separate paper collection
for efficient recycling is based on the
commitment of the whole paper value
chain: Research entities (ITENE and PTS),
large paper companies (Saica, Hamburger, Stora Enso), large waste management company (Tega), a European retailer (Carrefour), representative SME
groups (PROPAKMA, Fenix Dupnica) municipalities (ACR+, Sfantu Gheorge, Mihai
Viteazu, Dupnitsa, Mezdra, Trivalis), the
German Institute for Standardisation
(DIN), an EPR scheme (Ecofolio), the European paper sector organisation (CEPI),
and an eNGO (EEB). They represent a
clear balance along the value chain.

However, this increase in the availability
of PfR has not taken place in all EU states,
and this is especially true in Central and
Eastern European countries. Moreover,
the quality of the collected material does
not always meet the requirements of
paper recycling. Without additional measures, these two facts will make it difficult
(www.impactpaperec.eu)
to keep up with the increases in PfR collection observed over the last few years.
Lisa Labriga will give a presentation on
The project therefore focuses on count- the annual INGEDE Symposium in Munich
ries with below average paper recycling
Axel Fischer
rates such as Bulgaria, Poland and Romania as well as countries where paper from
households, small shops and offices is
often collected in a commingled stream
with other recyclables, as is the case in
France and the UK.

Digitaldruck-Kongress
Düsseldorf, Germany
___________________________

20-23 Feb 2017
Hunkeler Innovationdays
Lucerne, Switzerland
___________________________

21 Feb 2017
DOXNET
Lucerne, Switzerland
___________________________

6-7 Mar 2017
Berliner Recycling - und
Rohstoffkonferenz
Berlin, Germany
___________________________

23 Mar 2017
Internationaler Altpapiertag
Düsseldorf, Germany
___________________________
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More paper and better quality
especially in Eastern Europe

“Commingled collection
– no thanks!”
In Europe, Sylvia Pohlmann for paper for
recycling sees a “clear drop of volume in
household collection in line with declining paper consumption”. The Stora
Enso manager at the IMPACTPaperRec
conference in Barcelona reported about
Stora Enso’s experience in Europe, seeing an increasing share of packaging material and problems with the recovered
paper quality. A “separate collection
system must be the rule in Europe”,
Pohlmann added, with a clear “no
thanks” to commingled collection. Stora
Enso runs sorting plants with a total
capacity of 600.000 tons in Belgium and
Germany.
Project coordinator Antonio Dobon from
the Spanish research institute ITENE had
prepared the ground describing the project (see box) and the key challenges on
paper for recycling. Different collection
rates related to different models
between countries and even regions
leave a lot of room for improvement in
many regions. Often the question is how
to communicate the needs for clean raw
materials to the citizens. The main output of the project will be a “Best Practice
Handbook”, but to finish that first the
“potential best practices” have to be
identified. But Dobon is confident that
the first draft of the book can be finished
until April 2017, the final version in January 2018.

responsibility to fit into the paper value conflict with formal systems, only becoming illegal when waste systems moderchain.
nise. But they “recover much more than
Vandalism at collection sites is one of
formal EPR recycling”, Scheinberg said.
the key problems in collection, Lydia
She demands an opening of legal options
Tempel (PTS, Germany) stated. Together
for formalised micro and small enterpriwith Lisa Labriga (ACR+, Belgium) she
ses to look “for the win-win points of
presented “an insight on the current
intersection”, such as occupational
situation in the visited municipalities”.
recognition and a social safety net.
Also littering and scavenging challenge
the collection of all recyclables, contribu- A morning of nine presentations was
ting to an overall indifference and there- followed by a networking meeting where
fore low motivation of the citizens. This small groups dealt with incentives to
leads to both low quantity and low quali- recycling of paper, policy-making and
ty of the paper collected. To improve the standardisation, followed by a discussion
situation, e. g. in Bulgaria and Romania, of best practices for enhanced collection.
the motivation shall be increased by pro- The presentations and the outcome of
viding sufficient information and allothe project, funded within the European
wing feedback to facilitate a two-way Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innocommunication. Mixed collection has to vation programme, will be available on
be avoided, a statement to be heard the project’s website at
from many of the presenters, also the www.impactpaperec.eu.
house firing of recyclables should be put
Axel Fischer
to an end.
“Informal recycling” – 90 % of the targeted material captured in Romania?

But especially in poorer countries recycling systems cannot be improved without taking “informal recycling” into
account. Anne Scheinberg (Springloop
Cooperatie, Netherlands) presented
facts about people who earn a livelihood
and support their families by extracting
value from solid waste. Ten thousands of
them are on the streets even in Western
European countries, millions in the
world, with different attitudes of
the municipal authorities from place
to place. Being a strong part of the
value chain, Schenberg estimates 90 %
of the targeted material being captured
in Ro-mania. Typically Roma men there
choose this job because it pays well,
For CEPI, Ulrich Leberle outlined the
three times the minimum wages.
means the European Paper Industry has
developed to accompany every part of Being experts in the value chain recycthe paper value chain. There is a guide- ling, these people either give up within
line for best practices of collection, there six months or work in recycling for a
is EN643 to define standards for paper lifetime – and to multiple generations.
for recycling, there are quality control They are usually more interested in imguidelines and measures to rate the re- proving their business model than in
cyclability – the deinkability scores that “better work” or exiting to “cleaner situhave been developed together with IN- ation”, Scheinberg stated. In many regiGEDE. And there is the EU Ecolabel for ons they provide environmental services
printed products that demands producer for their cities but are increasingly in

INGEDE annual events
8 and 9 February 2017
The INGEDE Symposium 2017 will take
place on Wednesday, 8th February from
10:00 to 17:15 at "Haus der Bayerischen Wirtschaft" in Munich, room
"Europasaal".
Registration: Free of charge for participants of member companies, representatives of associations and the
press, for all others we charge 200 €.
Please contact us for an invitation if
you're not on our mailing list yet.
Further information: http://
ingede.com/ingindxe/symp/symp2017/
symp2017.html
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new PTS multi-client project “Evaluation
of moisture analysers used for paper for
recycling entrance inspection with reEvaluation of moisture analysers gard to measurement accuracy and reproducibility”. The two main sponsors
(INGEDE Project 154 17 PTS)
are bvse (Bundesverband Sekundärroh“The moisture content of the loads is stoffe und Entsorgung) and VDP
one of the main criteria when mills eva- (Verband Deutscher Papierfabriken).
luate their suppliers.” (Paper for RecycThe three most known and used moistuling Quality Control GUIDELINES, CEPI)
re measurement devices in the entry
INGEDE is the "junior sponsor" of the inspection of paper for recycling will be

New Project with INGEDE
participation

investigated with respect to their accuracy and reproducibility. Also PTS will
determine the influences of variation
parameters (i.e. bale compression, ash
content, inhomogeneous moisture distribution) on the measured result.
INGEDE invites all members to take part
in this project. Interested members can
contact us via office@INGEDE.org.
Andreas Faul/Christian Trieb

New Deinkability Scorecard: Annex with Exemptions
Heatset Offset and Rotogravure Prints Not to be Tested for Deinkability
The recently-revised deinkability scorecard by the European Recovered Paper
Council (ERPC) now includes an annex
listing exemptions to the deinkability
test. With this annex, the widely-used
deinkability scorecard takes account of
those printing technologies and material
combinations that are expected to deliver good deinkability results, based on
past experiences. In the annex, specifications for heatset offset printed on coated paper and rotogravure inks are given.
Provided the ink composition is within
these specifications, no further deinkability testing is required e. g. for the European Ecolabel for printed products.
For rotogravure inks, reflecting the red
discolouration of circulation water
caused by gravure inks in former years,
no soluble dyes are allowed. Print products containing any parts where inks or
varnishes are cured with radiation technologies, e. g. UV, are not exempted
from the laboratory deinking test procedure. Testing remains a requirement for
processes and material combinations for
which there is not enough experience on
their deinkability behaviour. The annex
will be subject to future revisions based
on new data.

give reason to believe that other paperrelated Ecolabels are also under threat.
These could include the Ecolabel on
printed paper products, where deinkability is one criterion. “Deinking is an
important part of the recycling process
and therefore a key issue for the sustainability of printed paper products. The EU
Ecolabel is a strong supporter of their
recycling and their recyclability. We urge
policymakers to recognise the tangible
value of the EU Ecolabel” says Ulrich
Leberle, ERPC secretary.

More information and the new scoreIn a press release, the ERPC points at card are available on the ERPC website
recent suggestions that the European www.paperforrecycling.eu.
Commission would not extend EU Ecolabel for tissue paper and newsprint.
Axel Fischer
This according to the ERPC statement
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